Preliminary Hearin g Before Tferee Judges ' 

Garrison Witness Identifies 



NEW ORLEANS, La. (AP)— 
A jittery state witness told a 
three- judge state panel Tuesday 
he was in a New Orleans apart- 
ment in September 1963 and 
heard Lee Harvey Oswald and 
two other men plotting to assas- 
sinate President John F. Kenne- 
dy. 

Perry Raymond Russo. 25, a 
Katon Rouge Insurance man, 
said Oswald, Clay L. S haw and 
David W. FeiTie were "The con- 
spiraTdrs. 7” 

Under the questioning by Dist. 
Atty. Jim Garrison, Russo said 
Oswald was introduced to him 
as “ Leon Oswald” and Shaw as 
“■Clem BeKrlrn^ 

Shown a photograph by 
Garrison, Russo identified Leon 
as Lee Harvey Oswald — the 



man the Warren Commission 
named as the assassin. 

Asked if Clem Bertrand was 
in the courtroom, Russo pointed 
at Shaw. At Garrison’s direc- 
tion, he stepped from the wit- 
ness chair, walked around the 
defense table and held his hand 
over Shaw’s silvery white hair. 

Shaw, 54, calmly smoking a 
cigarette, didn’t move. Former 
managing director of the Inter- 
national Trade Mart here, he 
'has denied any part in an assas- 
sination conspiracy. 

President Kennedy was killed 
by hiigh-powered rifle bullets in 
Dallas Nov. 22, 1963 — some two 
months after the alleged meet- 
ing here* The rare three-judge 
Criminal District, Court panel 
was called to hear the prelimi- 



nary case and decide whether 
there is enough evidence to 
warrant formal charge and trial 
for Shaw, now retired. 
k Russo said he first met Os- 
wald at a party and the next 
time he saw him was in Feme’s 
apartment where Oswald was 
“wiping or cleaning a rifle, bolt 
action. It had a sight on it for 
hunting.” 

Garrison showed Russo a rifle 
and asked if it had similarities 
to the one Oswald held in Fer- 
rie’s apartment. 

Russo said: “The difference 
to my mind is that this end 
(front) was not nearly so bubble 
shaped.” He said the weapon 
had the same bolt action, but a 
shinier stock, and its telescopic 
sight was larger than the one on 



Shaw As 



the rifle Oswald had. 

I Russo said he had seen Ber- 
trand in May 1962 when Kenne- 
dy dedicated a new wharf in 
New Orleans. 

“I was in school,” Russo said. 
“The President was coming 
down to make a speech. At that 
time I saw Bertrand. While the 
President was speaking I was 
looking around. Bertrand was 
one of the few not looking at the 
President.” 

Police estimated 20,000 per- 
sons attended the dedication. 

Russo said that after he con- 
tacted Garrison following Fer- 
rie’s death, the district attorney 
took him to “a house on Dau- 

I phine Street.” Shaw lives at 
1313 Dauphine Street. “He stuck 
his head out the door and I said* 



’ Bertrand f 



‘That’s the man,’ ” Russo said, 
referring to Bertrand. 

The hearing recessed at 3:30 
pm. until 10 a.m. Wednesday. 
The defense issued subpoenas 
for Russo’s school and employ- 
ment records. 

Shaw was arrested in Garri- 
son’s office on March 1. He was 
booked — but never formally 
charged — with conspiring to 
•kill Kennedy. Such procedure is 
.common under Louisiana law. 

Shaw, onetime Army major 
was freed on $10,000 bond after 
his arrest. 

Ferrie, a former airlines pilot, 
was found dead in his bed Feb. 
22. The coroner ruled death 
resulted from natural causes. 

After leading Russo through a 
(Turn To Pago Five) 




CLAIMS SHAW PLOTTED WITH OSWALD— 
Perry Raymond Russo, shown talking to re- 
porters last week, told a three-judge panel in 
New Orleans Tuesday that he heard Lee Har- . 
vey Oswald and Clay Shaw plotting to assas- 
sinate President John F. Kennedy. Russo, a 



AP Wirephoto 

“confidential informant”, for District Atty. 
Jim Garrison who testified at Shaw’s prelim- 
inary hearing Tuesday, apparently eluded 
newsmen at the court session. (See story be- 
low. ) 



brief summary of his education- 
al background and present job, 
Garrison asked if he knew Fer- 
rie. i 

Russo said he not only knew 
r errie. but had an “open book 
nvilation” to visit Feme’s 
ipartment at any time. 

He said that it was in the 
iUinmer of law tnat Ferrie “in- 
licated to me that he was ob- 
sessed with Kennedy.” This 
lrew an immediate objection as 
; being a conclusion reached by 
the witness. The court sustained 
the oojection. 

“Don’t tell us your conclu- 
sions,” resumed Garrison, 
“wnat did Feme say to you in 
regard to Kennedy.” 
i‘nis drew a new objection, 
also sustained. 

Garrison then switched the 



testimony to the apartment par- 
ity with this query, “Do you re- 
load anything unusual happening 
at Feme’s apartment in 1963?” 
“Sometime around the middle 
of September I went to the 
house and at that time there 
was some sort of party in prog- 
ress. There were eight or nine 
people there. As the party 
dissipated it narrowed down to 
hree people beside myself be- 
cause I had no ride home.” 




